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The Newsletter of the Public Law Center

Mission Statement
The Public Law Center, Orange County's pro
bono law firm, is committed to providing access
to justice for low income residents.  Through
volunteers and staff, the Public Law Center
provides free civil legal services, including
counseling, individual representation, commu-
nity education, and strategic litigation and
advocacy to challenge societal injustices.

Get Involved with PLC...
PLC offers a variety of volunteer opportunities
for Attorneys, Law Students, and College
Students including pro bono representation,
staffing at community legal clinics and volun-
teering in-house at PLC. For more information
or if you would like to volunteer, please contact
Peri Doshi-O’Neill, Pro Bono Managing
Attorney at (714) 541-1010 ext. 263 or
pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org

PLC Volunteers Honored at State Bar Annual Meeting

Anyone who attended the State Bar annual meeting this October in
Monterey can tell you that next year’s annual meeting is here in Orange
County.  But for those who were at the President’s Pro Bono Service

Award reception at this year’s annual meeting, it felt like a bit of Orange County
had moved north temporarily.  That’s because three of the ten statewide awards
handed out by Chief Justice Ronald M. George and State Bar President Jim
Heiting were given to Public Law Center volunteers. This unprecedented recog-
nition came about because of the hard work of some extraordinary PLC volun-
teers.  The award recipients were:

Orange County Public Defender’s Office – Government category. The
Orange County Public Defender is a critical pro bono partner in the Public Law
Center’s Homeless Legal Clinics, held twice a week from December through
March at Orange County’s two armory based temporary homeless shelters. At

each clinic a team consisting of Public Law Center staff and volunteers serves
approximately ten homeless individuals. Homeless individuals at these clinics
have a variety of different civil legal problems, including family law, consumer
law and government benefits issues. In addition, many of the homeless individu-
als at these clinics have questions concerning criminal justice related issues,
including concerns about outstanding warrants for minor criminal law offenses.
These warrants often stand as a barrier to the homeless person’s attempts to
secure a more stable living environment.

Public defenders who volunteer at these clinics assist homeless clients by pro-
viding brief advice and counsel on minor criminal matters. Often times cases
require additional follow up work, which the public defender volunteers then
handle as part of their regular case load.  Additionally, public defender volunteers
will often route homeless persons at the clinic to Orange County’s Homeless
Outreach Court where they can resolve, in a non-threatening environment, their
outstanding warrants on minor criminal law matters.

Dennis Connelly – Corporate Counsel. Dennis Connelly, former Legal
Director and Corporate Counsel of Beech Street, a Preferred Provider
Organization (PPO) and Healthcare Management Company, has been an indis-
pensable volunteer in providing bankruptcy assistance to Public Law Center
clients. Dennis had no prior experience with bankruptcies, but was mentored by
an experienced PLC volunteer bankruptcy attorney (who was previously hon-
ored as our Volunteer Attorney of the Year) and quickly became one of PLC’s
most dedicated and dependable bankruptcy pro bono attorneys.

Bankruptcy clients come to PLC feeling overwhelmed, guilty, frightened and
ashamed. Many of them face wage garnishments or are in danger of becoming
homeless. They are indeed among some of PLC’s most vulnerable clients.
Exacerbating their problems, it is exceedingly difficult to find volunteers willing
to take these types of cases. Dennis has consistently and repeatedly provided
PLC bankruptcy clients with desperately needed assistance that they otherwise
would not have received.

In 2005, Dennis accepted 17 pro bono individual bankruptcy cases, continued
to work on cases he accepted in 2004 and volunteered at several bankruptcy clin-
ics co-sponsored by the Orange County Bar Association and (Continued on Page 8)

PLC and the honorees at the State Bar Annual Meeting.
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Volunteer attorneys from Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher recently obtained a court order
granting class certification in a Santa Ana

slumlord case.  The court found that a class action is
proper as to all causes of action in the tenants'
complaint, including claims for breach of the
warranty of habitability, negligence, nuisance,
fraudulent misrepresentation, wrongful entry, and
retaliation. Under the court's order, all current and
former tenants who have lived in the Santa Ana slum
apartment complex since 2001 now have an
opportunity to recover damages.

The court's recent grant of class certification
follows on the heels of other significant pre-trial
victories in the tenants' favor. Late last year, Gibson
Dunn successfully obtained the appointment of a
habitability receiver – a procedure rarely used in

Orange County – to take over control of the
apartment complex and see that necessary
rehabilitation work is promptly completed. In mid-
2006, the receiver was allowed to take out a loan on
the property of over one million dollars to repair the
complex, and as of September 2006, repairs there are
well under way. In addition, the court recently found
that the tenants have a "substantial probability" of
success on their punitive damages claims and,
accordingly, granted the tenants' motion to permit
the discovery of the landlords' financial information.

Although a trial date has not yet been set for the
class action, the Gibson Dunn team is close to
completing its discovery and looks forward to
pursuing damages for the tenants, along with an
injunction preventing the landlords from continuing
their bad business practices.

As we approach
the     end of
another year, we

complete a milestone
for the Public Law
Center. Our 25th
A n n i ve rs a r y  ye a r
has included many
highlights. We’re on

track for serving more clients than ever before and
involving greater numbers of volunteer lawyers, law
students and others in our efforts. We’ve added
dedicated staff positions to address housing and
homelessness issues and to manage our growing
number of volunteers. We’re helping more
immigrant victims of domestic violence, human
trafficking and trauma achieve stability in their
lives. We’re continuing to find ways to assist
lawyers, in an array of practice areas, to enter the
world of pro bono by developing new clinics and
community legal education programs.

Our efforts are being recognized. Our volunteers
have received a variety of awards this year, including
three prestigious State Bar President’s Pro Bono
Service Awards. Numerous articles in the local press
have noted our efforts to make Orange County a
better place to live for everyone. Our supporters
have recognized our efforts as well. Our July
Volunteers for Justice Dinner brought in record
revenues while providing the nearly 700 attendees
an extremely special celebration recognizing PLC’s
25 years of service to the community.

While we welcome all this good news, we can’t
forget for even a moment the growing needs of our

clients. Housing costs continue to soar forcing
multiple families into crowded quarters. Current
estimates are that an individual would have to earn
$26.77 per/hour in order to afford a two bedroom
unit in Orange County. Orange County continues to
have one of the largest homeless populations of any
county in the nation. As winter approaches, the
search for housing becomes more desperate.
Housing isn’t the only crisis our clients face.
Accessing affordable health care, avoiding consumer
scams and escaping the cycle of domestic violence
are the stuff of our clients’ every day lives.

Closer to home, this celebratory year also saw
some sad losses. Gar Shallenberger, a long time
leader in the Orange County legal community who
was one of our founders and early board presidents,
passed away in September. In August, we lost
Lonnie Watson, the former County Counsel of
Orange County, who during the last two years of his
life was a regular volunteer at our office. And earlier
in the year, the California legal services community
lost a giant when Tanya Neiman, the head of San
Francisco’s equivalent of the Public Law Center, lost
a long bout with cancer.

We note their passing not to dwell on our losses,
but to continue to be inspired by the passion,
dedication, commitment, vision and wisdom that
caused all of them to focus their time and talent on
addressing the legal needs of the low income
community.  We hope their efforts, as well as the
efforts of the thousands who have volunteered for
the Public Law Center over the past 25 years,
continue to inspire you too.
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Kenneth W. Babcock
Executive Director & General Counsel
kbabcock@publiclawcenter.org; Ext.272

Gary McGaha
Directing Attorney
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 269

Liz Pejeau
Managing Attorney
lpejeau@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 273

Peri Doshi-O’Neill
Pro Bono Managing Attorney
pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 263

Suzanne Blau
sblau@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 281
Eileen McCarthy
emccarthy@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 270
Julie A. McCormick
jmccormick@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 271
Alexis Penn-Loya
apenn@publiclawcenter.org; Ext.268
Hien C. Vo Winter
hvo@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 274
Staff Attorneys

Shannon Anderson
sanderson@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 293
Kirsten M. Kreymann
kkreymann@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 283
AmeriCorps Attorneys

Mario A. Salgado
Paralegal
msalgado@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 266

Ngoc D.M. Nguyen
Legal Assistant
nnguyen@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 286

Fran Marshall
Director of Fund Development
fmarshall@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 277

Matt Cunningham
Development Manager
mcunningham@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 276

Glenna McKeown
Office Manager
gmckeown@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 275

Tracy Hermans
Senior Administrative Assistant
thermans@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 292

Evelyn Fuentes
efuentes@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 262
Viki K. Morales
vmorales@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 261
Lorena Prieto
lprieto@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 278
Administrative Assistant/Intake Screeners

Public Law Center Staff From the Executive Director

Court Certifies Class Action Habitability Case

                                            



PLC was fortunate to have eight remarkable
law clerks this past summer. These students,
representing a broad range of law schools

and legal backgrounds, ensured that PLC’s clients
received quality and comprehensive legal

assistance. From helping clients fill out divorce
papers to effectively interviewing clients at our
community clinics, they all were willing to try new
things by performing a wide variety of tasks for our
clients. It would be impossible to
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Recent PLC Cases

Todd D. Irby
President

Deborah E. Arbabi
Crowell & Moring LLP
Vice President

Robert S. Knudsen
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Treasurer

Robert S. Wolfe
Secretary

Darren O. Aitken
Aitken, Aitken & Cohn

Harriet F. Bemus

Ralph H. Blakeney
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman LLP

Roman E. Darmer II
Howrey LLP

Richard A. Derevan
Snell & Wilmer, L.L.P.

Maya K. Dunne
St. Joseph Health System

Grace E. Emery
Law Offices of Grace E.
Emery

Kathy F. Esfahani

Todd E. Gordinier
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Roger A. Grable
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips,
LLP

Nicola T. Hanna
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Dimetria A. Jackson
First American Trust

Pearl Jemison-Smith

Mimi Justice
Deloitte.

Philip D. Kohn
Rutan & Tucker, LLP

Christopher M. Leo
St. Joseph Health System

James W. Meeker
University of California,
Irvine

Mark Minyard
Minyard Morris LLP

John C. Murphy
Nossaman Guthner Knox &
Elliott LLP

Crystal S. Needham
Edison Mission Energy

Thomas J. Peterson
AIDS Services Foundation
Orange County

Gary M. Pohlson
Pohlson & Moorhead

Alexander S. Polsky
JAMS

Carole E. Reagan
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Mark P. Robinson, Jr.
Robinson, Calcagnie &
Robinson

Rigoberto Rodriguez

Dr. Socorro Torres
Sarmiento
Mexican Consulate

Crystal C. Sims
Legal Aid Society of Orange
County

Nhan T. Vu
Chapman University School
of Law

Holly A. H. Williams
Apto-Law

Michael R. Williams
Irell & Manella LLP

Brett J. Williamson
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Peter Zeughauser
Zeughauser Group

Joseph L. Chairez
Baker & Hostetler LLP
Ex Officio

Public Law Center
2006 Board of DirectorsSamuel McDermott of Wood Smith Henning &

Berman represented a 73 year old widow, who sur-
vives on Social Security and a small pension, in a
dispute with a contractor. Earlier in the year, the
client had a new roof installed on her home.
Immediately following installation she experienced
problems with the roof leaking.  A city inspector
found that the job had been poorly performed and
the roof needed to be removed and remedial work
done. The client’s calls to the contractor were
ignored. Another contractor estimated it would cost
$6,500 to correct the job. The client had depleted her
savings on the first roof job. Sam came to the client’s
assistance and was able to negotiate a settlement by
which the contractor installed a new roof.

Solo practitioner Tom Bellamore assisted an
immigrant woman who was referred to PLC by
Human Options, one of Orange County’s compre-
hensive domestic violence shelters. The client had
been in the U.S. for 17 years, all the while living with
a very abusive husband.  The most recent incident
required the client to be hospitalized for a swollen
face and to obtain stitches in and near her eye where
she had been cut during her beating.  Soon after, the
client testified in a criminal case against her hus-
band, which resulted in a guilty verdict and a 6
months sentence in jail. Tom, in turn, obtained the
required certification form from the Buena Park
Police Department and then sought U visa interim
relief for the client. The relief was granted in July.
Tom reports that the client's entire demeanor has
changed dramatically since her life and future
prospects are much brighter and safer.

Michael Lee and Candice Lee of McDermott,
Will, & Emery assisted a new community-based
organization start-up and obtained nonprofit tax
exempt status. The group, named Greet the Day,
assists people affected by cancer in enhancing their
health and well-being through participation in a free
professional program of education, support and
body work. Michael and Candice assisted the
organization in preparing Articles of Incorporation,
Bylaws, and other corporate governance documents.
Additionally, they assisted Greet the Day in obtain-
ing federal tax-exempt status, which the organiza-
tion received in July. With its tax-exempt status,
Greet the Day will now be able to apply for grants
and otherwise strengthen its fundraising programs,
which will allow the organization to increase its
activities and services for cancer patients in Orange
County.

Russ Hill of Howrey represented a client who
was awakened in the early morning hours by the
police who had found his vehicle. The vehicle had
been stolen from his garage and torched. The client
still owed over $20,000 on the car. He submitted a
claim to his insurer. They apparently took the posi-
tion that either the client, or persons acting for him,
burned the car so he could get out from under the
loan and so they refused to pay his claim. Russ,
along with Sharla Manley, Douglas Gastelum and
James Bernald of the firm’s Los Angeles office, filed
a lawsuit asserting various causes of action includ-
ing bad faith and civil rights violations.  The case
was settled, allowing the client to pay off the loan
and receive some money for himself.

PLC Law Clerks Complete Successful Summer

PLC Summer Law Clerks enjoying the 2006 Volunteers for Justice Dinner. Front row, left to right: Alexis
McLeod, Christine Dzida, Tricia Gandy, Helen Lee. Back row, left to right: Khoa Le, Serena Josephs, Henry Tsai.

(Continued on Page 8)

                                                                                    



During the summer of 2006, PLC worked
closely with several OC law firms to offer
their summer associates a chance to experi-

ence pro bono work.  Law firms including Crowell &
Moring, Irell & Manella, Jones Day, Manatt, Phelps
& Phillips, McDermott, Will & Emery, Sheppard,
Mullin, Richter & Hampton, and Snell & Wilmer
exemplified their commitment to providing access to
justice by encouraging their summer associates to
make use of their legal training to help Orange
County’s low income residents.  These summer
associates provided pro bono assistance by conduct-
ing intake at community legal clinics and providing
clients with direct pro bono legal representation.

PLC conducts multiple legal clinics each month
at community centers throughout Orange County.
During the summer of 2006, 15 summer associates,
under the supervision of PLC staff attorneys, partic-
ipated in these clinics by interviewing clients, iden-
tifying their legal needs, and then, communicating
clients’ facts and needs via memorandum to PLC.
Summer associates reported that they found their
time at the legal clinics both interesting and reward-
ing. In particular, Laura Goodwin, associate at Jones
Day, stated that “the summer associates (and the
firm associates who accompanied them) really
enjoyed the hands-on experience of working with
clients at the Homeless Outreach Court legal clinic

and look forward to continuing to work with PLC.”
PLC, in partnership with Snell & Wilmer, also

started a pilot program this summer to offer summer
associates the opportunity to provide direct pro bono
legal representation.  Under the supervision of Snell
& Wilmer associates, their summer associates
assisted six PLC clients with U Visa immigration
applications. A U Visa immigration application pro-
vides victims of severe violence who have cooperat-
ed with law enforcement in the investigation or pros-
ecution of the crime a means to temporarily gain
legal immigration status. As this area of law was
new to both Snell’s associates and summer associ-
ates, PLC provided a 2-hour substantive training on
the subject, a comprehensive “how to” manual, and
samples of previous U Visa applications.  In addi-
tion, PLC staff attorneys were available to provide
additional guidance as needed. Deborah Mallgrave,
associate at Snell & Wilmer, stated that the “direct
client contact and the ability to take a case from
beginning to end provided a memorable experience
for each summer associate.”

PLC hopes to expand summer associate involve-
ment in both the legal clinic and direct pro bono rep-
resentation projects.  If your law firm is interested,
please contact our Pro Bono Managing Attorney,
Peri Doshi-O’Neill at pdoshioneill@publiclawcen-
ter.org or (714) 541-1010 ext. 263

In early 2006, PLC created a new staff position to
provide leadership in PLC’s pro bono outreach to
the legal community. This position, Pro Bono

Managing Attorney, is an effort to further develop
and improve PLC’s recruitment, retention and
recognition efforts of the many volunteers commit-
ted to providing access to justice. Peri Doshi-
O’Neill, previously a PLC staff attorney, was
appointed to this position earlier this year. Since that
time, PLC has made strides in facilitating the
involvement of pro bono volunteers. In particular,
PLC has coordinated four MCLE Legal Trainings

accompanied with PLC- developed substantive legal
manuals specifically for volunteer attorneys; piloted
a pro bono program for summer associates at large
OC law firms; developed internal infrastructure to
improve communication and recognition with volun-
teers; and hosted a Volunteer Appreciation
Reception in late September.  With this new posi-
tion, PLC will continue to increase its support to vol-
unteers. If you have any questions or suggestions,
please contact Peri Doshi-O’Neill at (714) 541-1010
ext. 263 or pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org.

On September 28, 2006, PLC hosted an
evening reception to recognize the hard
work of our many pro bono attorneys. The

event was held in the garden setting of the Santa
Ana Country Club.  The Treasures of OC theme
was played out in the tropical-tasting hors d’oeu-
vres buffet, drinks, music by a steel drum band
and decorations. Attorneys who attended the
reception met and mingled with PLC staff and
other pro bono lawyers committed to providing
access to justice for Orange County’s low income
community.  The evening concluded with an
opportunity drawing with prizes donated by
Beatriz Gordon of Morrison Forester, Roman

Darmer of Howrey, Michael Williams of Irell &
Manella, Mark Minyard of Minyard Morris and
Peets Coffee.

THANKS to our many volunteers!
David G.Ackerman
Laurie Adams
Marvin Adviento
Ashleigh Aitken
Darren O. Aitken
Wylie Aitken
Roxana Alavi
Sheila Anne Alexander
Stephanie Alexander
David B. Allen
Jillian Beth Allen
Arlyn Alonzo
Anerio Altman
Cyrus Ameri
Jon Anderson
Amy C. Anderson
Bret Anderson
Jennifer Anderson
Martin W. Anderson
Susan L. Angell
Nora Aponte-Woodring
Deborah E. Arbabi
Alan Armstrong
Sara Babadi
Kevin Babikian
Ellen Bacon
Francis Bajinting
Jorge Barcelo
Brian Bark
Deborah Barnum
Robert Barnum
Susan Barricella
David Bartels
Donna R. Bashaw
Bruce Bauer
Thomas Bayard
Kristina Beavers
Robert Beggs
Melinda Bell
Tom Bellamore
Reem Bello
Michael Bender
Ernst Robert Berends Jr
Jennifer Bernhard
Mark Bidwell
Ralph H. Blakeney
Fay Blix
Karen Bocker
Philip Andrew Bordages
Jessica A. Boschee
John Bowerbank
Robert Boyle
Donald Bradley
Kim Brandt
Kevin Brantley
Tara Brewer
Robert Briseno
Mark Bruce
Jessica Brys Brownsell
Thy Bui
Ryan Bunker
Donald Bunnin
Rachel Burch
Joseph P. Busch III
Karen Calkins
Christopher Campbell
John Cao
Amanda Caracci
Jessica Carriger
Isabelle Carrillo
Cathrine M. Castaldi 
Estella Castillo
Dan Chambers
Eugene Chan
Steven Chang
Stephen Chang
Lee Wei Chen
Michelle Choy
Lauren Clairicia
Deborah Coel
Rachelle Cohen
Paul Coker
Jeffrey Coleman
David Collins
Carlos Colorado
Dennis Connelly
Edmond M. Connor
J. Christian Conrad
Christopher Cruz
Christa Culver
Roman Darmer
Bruce Davis
Mary de Leo

Kevin DeBorde
Lauren Deeb
Jerome Stanley Demaree
Kevin M. DeMeire
Christele Demuro
Paul Thomas DeQuattro
Richard A. Derevan
Peter Deutsch
Tom Dietrich
Kristopher Diulio
David Do
Thu Do
Bao Doan
Cliff Downie
Jonathan Dunn
Ryan Dwight
J. Gregory Dyer
Christine E. Dzida
Steve Dzida
Susan Eastman
Mike Edmiston
Kurt Eggert
Stuart Einbinder
Cara Elkin
Stephen A. Ellis
Bradley S. Erdosi
Barbara Ericson
Marc Ernaga
Thomas W. Erwin
Leigh A. Esposito
Laura Evans
Teresa J. Farrell
Michael Fehner
Aaron Fennimore
Abel Fernandez
Kathleen Fitzgerald
Robert J. Flack
Ian L. Flatley
Sandra Flores
Brendan Ford
Daniel Foster
Warren Fox
Susan Faye L. Francisco
Michael Franco
Heather Freelin
Betty Freeman
Christopher F. Friedt
Bernard Frimond
Eric Fromme
Marjorie Fuller
Ronald Funk Jr. 
Cheryl Galvin
Patrick Gandry
Tricia Gandry
Joel Garcia
Norma Garcia Guillen
Scott Garner
Ivan Gaviria
Joseph Geis
Iman Ghasri
Charity Gilbreth
Jordan Gimbel
Peter Gimino III
Lori Ginex-Orinion
Boo J. Giuffre
Ronald Glenn Gomez
Jason W. Glicksman
Sal Godoy
Karen Goldstein
Rachel Goldstein
Jason Goldstein
Claudia Gomez
Katherine Gonzalez
David Gonzalez
Laura Goodwin 
Beatriz M. Gordon
Jeevan Gore
Hassan Gorguinpour
Roger Grable
Andra Greene
Christine Greenhouse
Kirsten Grenfell
Wayne Gross
Elizabeth Guerrero
Andrew J. Guilford
Amalia Guran
Naveen Gurudevan
Lynette R. Gutierrez
Andrew Hagopian
Derek Hahn
Tim Hall
Darolyn Hamada
Solmaz Hamidian

Thy Han
Nicola T. Hanna
Melany Harootoonian
Natalie Y. Hayashi
Shan He 
Douglas A. Hedenkamp 
Mary Hegardt
Kirsten Heikaus Weaver
Richard Hepner
Karen Hermann
Richard Herr
Michelle Hertzog
Richard G. Heston
Russell Hill
Steven G. Hittelman
Peter Holbrook
Ayanna Holmes
Michael Holmes
Cynthia Holton
Ali Homayouni
Juan Hong
Tina Hoover
Queena Hu
Heather Hua
Kim Hubbard
Jamie Hubbard
Esra Hudson
D'Lorah Hughes
Katherine Hughes
John B. Hurlbut, Jr.
Shahnaz Hussain
Takeyoshi Ikeda
Charles Inada
Gloria Ing
Rashida Jaffer
Collie James
Leann K. Jandron
Liane Jarvis
Bianca Jimenez
Lauren Johnson
Lise J. Johnson
Justin Johnson
Beverly Ann Johnson
Bjorn Johnson
Michele Johnson
Christina Johnson 
Anastasia Jones
David E. A. Jordan
Serena Josephs
John Kao
Charles E. Katz
Eric M. Katz
Brian Keleman
Monique Keleman
Mark D. Kemple
Rock Kendall
Eric Kennedy
Shawn M. Kennedy
Angie Kim
Beth Kim
Gene Kim
Jinhee Kim
Ashley Kim
Jeannie Kim
Jinhee Kim
Ernest Klatte
Susan Kleiman
James Knight
Joyce Komanapalli
Alex Kreonidis
Erin Kubota
Russell Kuchynka
Claudette Kunzman
Jennifer Kurzon
Debbi Kwast
Paul La Scala
Lisa LaFourcade
Linda Lam
Daniel Lambert
Rachel Lan
Helena Le
Helen Le 
Khoa Le 
Christy Lea
Payson Lederman
Grace K. Lee
June Kyung Lee
Candice Lee
Michael V. Lee
Kelly A. Leggio
Khai LeQuang
Todd Lesko 
Jennifer Levin

New PLC Position to Support Volunteers

Treasures of the OC - Volunteer Appreciation Reception 

PLC Offers Pro Bono Opportunities to Summer Associates at OC Law Firms
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On Monday, October 16, 2006, the Southern
California Chapter of the Association of
Corporate Counsel America (ACCA-SoCal)

hosted its 8th annual Charity Golf Classic at the
spectacular Trump National Golf Club in Palos
Verdes. The proceeds of this sold-out tournament
benefited both the Public Law Center (PLC) and the
Los Angeles County Bar Foundation. 

During a lively dinner program, ACCA-SoCal
Board President Jonathan Block of Salem
Communications presented PLC Executive Director

& General Counsel Kenneth Babcock with a $10,000
check raised by the Charity Golf Classic. PLC is
deeply grateful to the ACCA-SoCal for its steadfast
support of PLC’s programs and services and thanks
Harry Field of the Boeing Company, tournament
chair, as well as the rest of the tournament
committee.

Fall is a season of renewal and reflection. It is a
time to recommit to the principles and values
that guide our lives and define our community.

It is a time to remember our many blessings and give
back to help others in need.

Soon you will receive our request for your sup-
port of PLC’s 2006-07 Annual Fund Drive.  Your gift
to the Annual Fund is critically important to PLC; it
is also an investment in the community with a strong
multiplier effect.

Every $1 PLC spends results in over $8.25 worth
of services. This leveraged impact means that thou-
sands more families and children, adults and seniors
living in poverty are helped. In 2005, because of
PLC’s extensive use of volunteers, PLC staff and

volunteers were able to provide 36,000 hours of free
legal services to those with pressing legal needs that
threatened their well-being in areas such as child
custody and support, guardianship, health access,
housing, employment and individual rights. 

Your gift to PLC’s Annual Fund is a recommit-
ment to the principle of Access to Justice and a tan-
gible way to join with others in strengthening our
community. You’ll also have the benefit of knowing
that Orange County’s low income and underserved
residents receive vitally needed legal assistance. Of
course, your gifts to PLC are tax deductible to the
full extent of law. Please respond to the Access to
Justice Annual Fund appeal when you receive it.
Your loyal support is crucial and greatly valued.

On June 7th, the Orange County Chapter of
the Association of Business Trial Lawyers
held its 7th Annual PLC Wine Tasting Event

at the Westin South Coast Plaza. Well known legal
ethicist Michael Josephson spoke to the group chal-
lenging the more than 300 in attendance to go
beyond success to significance. “While being a suc-
cessful lawyer in the traditional business sense of
the word is a laudable goal, being a significant per-
son can be a loftier goal,” said Josephson.

This annual ABTL Wine Tasting Fundraiser
packed a lot into the evening; active networking
reception, fine wines and food, and an excellent pro-
gram. It also was successful in raising $17,500 to
support PLC’s work on behalf of low income fami-
lies, children and seniors in Orange County.  PLC is
grateful to the ABTL Board and chapter executive
director, Rebecca Cien, for their efforts and thanks
the ABTL members for their continuous support.

Ching Lim
Susan Lindenberg
Ryan Lindsey
Jessica Linehan
Craig Liu
Stephen N. Livingston
Michael Lopez
Theresa Lopez
Jennifer Alliso Lopez
Harold Lopez
Karla G. Lopez
Steve Lopez
Tirzah Abe Lowe
Matt Loya
Shannon Lukei
Monica Lukoschek
Margaret Lyons 
Yuliya Lyubovnaya
Linda Mai
Deborah Mallgrave
Aaron Malo
Thomas Manakides
Christine Mangoian
Pearl Mann
Jesse A. Marino
Linda J. Marquis
Duane Marshall
Karla Martinez
Elizabeth Matthias
Scott Maynard
Jennifer McCartney
Monique Candace McDavid
Sam McDermott
Brian McDonald
Christine K. McGill
Stuart A. McKenzie
Alexis A. McLeod
Kelly McMahon
Patrick McNalley
Teresa McQueen
Tran Meltzer
Jennifer Mendel Pascua
Jennifer Mertus
John Robert Meserve
Mariyetta Meyers
Karen T. Meyers
Merit Mikhail
Joel S. Miliband
Harlene Miller
John Miller
Craig Millet
Brian Mills
Josette Mollica
Damian Michael Moos
Carmen Moraga-Eid
Erin Patricia Moriarty
Mike Morris
Lana Morton-Owens
Chandra Moss
Mary Beth Mueller
William Mujica
Jesse Mulholland
Stephanie Mullen
Erica Munoz
Emilia Muokebe
Mayra Murillo
Fred Muscarella
Alexis Myer
Jessica Na
Omar Naime
Alan Nakasone
Alice C. Nance
Christopher Natland
Omar Nawaz
John C. Nelson
Mercy N'Gugi
Hong Nguyen
Vanessa Nguyen
Lyly Nguyen
Nguyet Nguyen
Anh Duy Nguyen
Michael Nicastro
Worth Larry Nicholl
Kathy Nichols
Scott Nichols
Barbara J. Nichols
Andre John Nintcheff
Christine Noh
Vanessa Novak
Matt O’Loughlin
Brian D. O'Neill
E. Susan O'Toole
Jeffrey Ousley

Annie Pan
Amanda Paracuellos
Ho El Park
Delia Park
James Parke
Mark Payne
William R. Pearson
Michael Penn
Melissa Perez
Linda Pethick
James Pham
Hung Pham
Beth Pickering
Gregory James Piedlow
Molly Pietsch
Louis Piscopo
Dan Pittman
Carissa Podesta
Gary Pohlson
Mark T. Pollitt
Theodore Prenovost
Thomas J. Prenovost Jr. 
Lorena Prieto
Marcus Quintanilla
Myra Radlow
Michelle Ralph
Misha Ramadev
Lisa Ramirez
Mayra Ramirez
Brian Recor
Julie Ree
Katherine Reilly
Michelle Reinglass
Marcelo Reyes
Guerrero Richard
Katie Richardson
Nancy Richmond
Jennifer Rigg
Patricia Rincon
Irma Rivas
Robert Robertson
Karen Robicheau
Katrina Robson
Aron Phillip Rofer
Timothy Rogers
Art Romo
T. Kevin Roosevelt
Kathy Rosas
Leslie Roseman
Joyce Rosendahl
Ryan Ruggerello
Alison Ryan
James Sabovich
Pooya Safarzadeh
Arash Samadani
Gina  Samore
Linda Sampson
Melissa Sanchez
Ryan Sandwick
James Scheinkman
Erich Schiefelbine
Linda Schilling
Anna Schlotzhauer
Kent Schmidt
Steven Francis Schroeder 
Kevin Schubert
Antonia Scolaso
Nathan Searles
Lonnie Seide
Sonia Shah
Mark Shean
Tamara Shneyderman
Pat Short
Scott Siamas
Alvaro Sierra
Sarika Singhal
Jeffrey Singletary
Jennifer Smietana
Janece Smoot
Michael Sobkowiak
Kevin Song
Jeff Sparks
Jill Sperber
Bernadette Stafford
Bahara Stapelberg
Melissa Steele
David Stein
Stephanie K. Sterling
Doug  M. Stevens
Kimberly Stevens
Wendy Sugg
Joel Sumner
Laurie Allison Svitenko

Julie Swain
Shannon Switzer
Joseph Tadros
Emily Taylor
Carrie Teasdale
John Tehranian
Kathryn Terry
Michelle Tesan
Jeffrey T. Thomas
Jeanne Thomas
Diane Elizabeth Thomas
Jeanne Tollison
Richard S. Tom
Joseph Torri
Shio Jey Tou
Lily Toubi
Kevin Tran
Catherine Tran
Cathy Tran
Johnny Tran
Tram Tran
David Tran
Denise J. Treviño
Jason Truong
Henry Tsai
Michael Turek
Marc Turman
Adanna Ukah
Edward Uliasz
Imran Vakil
Jean Louis Van Camp
Matt Van Fleet
Jennifer Van Thiel
Nicole Vanderlaan Smith
Richard Vogel
Lily T. Vu
Hieu Vu
Nhan Vu
Linh Vuong
Danielle Wakefield
Martin Walker 
Margaret F. Wang
Tina Wang
Lei Lei Wang Ekvall
Deirdre Warde
Diane K. Watanabe
Lonnie Watson
Eva Weiler
William Wenke
Mike Westerland
Angela Whatley
David Wheeler
T. Jason White
Dana Q. White
Keith Wilford
Corbett H. Williams
Michael R. Williams
Brett Williamson
George Willis
Peter J. Wilson
Karen Winnett
Todd Winter
Dan Winton
Andrew O. Wirmani
Gabrielle Wirth
Shara Witkin
Adina Witzling
Gary Wolensky
Andrew Wong
Tyler Woods
Oliver Wright
Jason Yang
Theodore Yap
Christine S. Yee 
Nancy Yi
John Yi
Jennifer Yokoyama
Daniel R. York
Pamela Young-Valencia
Mike Yursoko
Ronald Zack
Laurel Ruth Zaeske
Peiyi Zhao
Mark Ziebell
Dean J. Zipser
John Zitny

We apologize for any errors or omis-
sions. If you believe our records are
incorrect and should contain your
name, please contact Peri Doshi-
O’Neill at 
(714) 541-1010 ext. 263 or
pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org

ABTL fills the house and raises $17,500 for PLC

PLC staff and volunteers joined together on
Sunday, June 4, 2006, at the University of
California, Irvine for AIDS Walk Orange

County, which celebrated its 20th anniversary.  The
efforts of participants and sponsors are still essential
to the fight against HIV and AIDS.  In Orange
County, 10,000 people are currently living with HIV
or AIDS, but one-third do not know they are infect-
ed.  New HIV cases are showing a sharp increase
among females, minorities, and heterosexuals, and
over half of all new infections in Orange County are
in those under the age of 25.  

PLC was again both a beneficiary of and partici-
pant in the Walk.  The efforts of the PLC Walk Team
and its supporters helped the Walk Team raise
$3,400 and place 9th in the Small Business/Social

Organization category.  Also, a PLC volunteer attor-
ney won the AIDS Walk pie-eating contest for the
second year in a row!  Overall, the Walk raised
$572,000, of which PLC was granted $13,300.
These funds will support PLC's AIDS Legal
Assistance Project (ALAP), which provides free
legal services to over 350 Orange County residents
living with HIV and AIDS each year.  

PLC appreciates the efforts of our Walk Team
members and supporters, as well as AIDS Services
Foundation Orange County, which coordinates the
Walk and continues to recognize the importance of
legal services.  We look forward to next year’s Walk
and hope you will join us in the fight against HIV
and AIDS!

Envisioning a Future without AIDS

Access To Justice Annual Fund… PLC Donors Strengthen the Community

ACCA-SoCal Tees Off for PLC 
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THANK YOU to the following supporters of
the Public Law Center*

Michael Ermer
Hon. Andrew & Loreen Guilford 
Hon. C. Robert Jameson (Ret.)
Alexander S. Polsky
Linda Schilling

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter &
Hampton, LLP
St. Joseph Health System
Brett & Susan Williamson
Peter Zeughauser

Anna Amarandos
William & Whitney Amsbary
Daryl D. Anthony
Brian & Carol Bark
Hon. William W. Bedsworth
David Bosko
Joseph P. Busch
Carolyn Carter
Robert J. Cohen
Mary Lou Des Rochers
Kurt Eggert & Clare Pastore
Grace Emery
Kathy Esfahani
John & Janet Fossum
Ned & Donna Fouste
Marjorie G. Fuller
Todd Gordinier
Lee & Beatriz Gordon
Alan A. Greenberg
Edward W. Hall
Debra Deem
Paul Schmidhauser & Cindy Hughes
J. Reuben Clark Law Society
Dimetria Jackson
M. Katherine Jenson
Debra Kegal
Jennifer J. King
Joel Kuperberg & Lydia Levin
Christopher M. Leo
Lorman Education Services
Hon. Kazuharu Makino & Cheri
Violette     
Malcolm & Cisneros
Aaron & Debbie Malo
Fran Marshall 

(In Honor of Arash Samadani)   
Robin Meadow
James W. Meeker
Hon. Franz & Shannon Miller
Randy & Anne Moore
Edward Munoz
Daniel & Marie Nassie
Anne B. Nutt
W. Patrick O`Keefe
Thomas Peterson & James Albright 
(In Memory of John Peterson)
Thomas D. Phelps
John Pitkin
Polenzani Benefits & Insurance
Services Inc.
Merle & Leslie Rabine
Carole E. Reagan
Michelle A. Reinglass
Troy D. Roe
Michael Rubin
Daniel Sasse
Hall Seely
Mary & Garvin Shallenberger
Jeffrey Shields
Michael E. Soloff
The Sturdevant Law Firm
Mary Pat Toups
Traut Law Firm
Marty Trujillo
Nhan Vu
Washington Mutual Foundation
Matching Gifts
Holly Williams
Richard Zevnik

Allen Anderson & Jane Shade
Deborah Arbabi
Roman & Katherine Darmer
Dechert LLP
Rick & Kathy Derevan
Randall L. Erickson
Roger A. Grable
Andra B. Greene
Timothy Hoban & Supriya Kakkar
Mimi Justice
Phil & Patti Kohn
Jim & Katie Loss

Fran & Duane Marshall      
Julie M. McCoy
Joel & Nikki Miliband
Mark Minyard
Hon. Kathleen O'Leary & Kenneth
Babcock
Orange County Women Lawyers
Association
Gary M. Pohlson
Michael Williams & Suzanne Blau
Robert Wolfe

Tara Brewer
Alan Friedman
Hon. Sheila Sonenshine (Ret.) & Ygal Sonenshine
Dean Zipser

Darren & Laurie Aitken
Ralph & Judy Blakeney
Larry & Anita Boyd
William M. Burd
Lawrence & Carol Cohn
Consumer Attorneys Public Interest
Foundation
Judi A. Curtin
Maya Dunne & John Dombrink
Hon. Kim & Steven Dunning
Shannon Dwyer
Michael S. Fields
Hon. John & Adina Gastelum
Nick Hanna
Richard & Halli Heston

John B. Hurlbut, Jr. 
Eoin Kreditor
Hon. Richard Luesebrink(Ret.) &
Christine Luesebrink
Jeffrey Metzger
Minyard Morris LLP 
Robert Palmer
Pistone & Wolder
Hon. Peter J. Polos
Marcus S. Quintanilla
Steven P. Rice
Kate T. Rinaldi
G. Christian Roux
Hon. Richard & Marcia Vogl
J Craig Williams & Lisa Chester

Benefactor ($1,000 to $2,499)

Patron ($500 to $749)

Amicus Board ($250 to $499)

Pillar of Justice ($2,500 and over)

Partner ($750 to $999)

It was a memorable night. The Public Law
Center’s annual Volunteers for Justice Dinner,
held July 20, 2006 at the Hyatt Regency Irvine,

hit new highs in attendance, proceeds raised, and
notable features.  Nearly 700 attendees enjoyed this
special evening that celebrated PLC’s 25th years of
service to the community.  Mingling with the
hundreds of lawyers and business leaders present
were over 30 judges and a host of state, county, and
city dignitaries.

The event raised a record $443,000 to support
PLC’s work in providing access to justice for low
income children, families, adults and seniors in
Orange County. The majority of contributions came

from 58 generous Dinner Sponsors – firms and
companies committed to PLC’s mission. Gifts from
another 20 Underwriters, mostly smaller firms and
some individuals, helped to offset various costs of
the event.

The evening was emceed by Justice Kathleen E.
O’Leary of the California Court of Appeal.  Orange
County Bar Association President Julie M. McCoy
and U.S. District Court Judge Andrew J. Guilford
presented awards to Buchalter Nemer (Founder
Award), AIDS Services Foundation of Orange
County (Community Partner), Cynthia Holton
(Attorney), Wells Fargo (Corporate Partner) and
Crowell & Moring LLP (Law Firm). Special

Volunteers for Justice Dinner a Triple Treat:  Exemplary Honorees; Record-
Setting Proceeds of $443,000; and a Silver Anniversary Celebration

The honorees left to right are: Alan Witchey (AIDS Services Foundation - Community Partner of the Year), Cynthia Holton (Attorney
of the Year), Deborah Arbabi (Crowell & Moring - Law Firm of the Year), Debra Deam (Buchalter Nemer - Founder Award), James
Strother (Wells Fargo General Counsel - Corporate Partner of the Year).

Left to right: Wylie Aitken (Aitken, Aitken & Cohn), California Supreme Court Justice Carol Corrigan, Darren Aitken (Aitken, Aitken
& Cohn), Orange County Superior Court Assistant Presiding Judge Kim Dunning

      



recognition was given to a team of lawyers from over
a dozen law firms who joined together to keep a
homeless shelter in Santa Ana named Isaiah House
from being closed.

PLC’s Executive Director, Ken Babcock,
conveyed heartfelt thanks to the volunteers and
supporters who make it possible for PLC to assist

thousands of persons each year. He then introduced
a video that showed the impact of pro bono service.
The volunteers who shared their experiences in the
video spoke of professional responsibility and great
personal satisfaction in helping those who are
vulnerable to injustice. But the stars of the video
were the clients who told of their

Paul Ackerman
Hon. Gail & Steve Andler
Anonymous   
Constance Aprahamian
Hon. Richard Aronson
Hon. Andrew Banks
Donna Bashaw
Harriet Bemus
Berger Kahn
David T. Biderman
Iryne Black 
(In Memory of Judge Philip Petty)
Stefan Blasig
Bois & MacDonald 
Hon. Thomas J. Borris
James H. Broderick, Jr.
Cari Cohn-Morros
Scott B. Cooper
Gregory Cordrey
Chris Cruz
Amin David
Julie M. Davis
Hon. Patrick Donahue
Brian J. Donovan
Trudy I. Dunlap
Jack M. Earley
Lei Lei & Johan Wang Ekvall
Diane L. Ellis
Susan Baerg Epstein
Hon. William & Patrica Evans
Jim Farris
Michael Fehner
Ian L. Flatley
Mary Anne Foo
Joseph Forbath
Heather M. Freelin
Hon. Richard & Susan Fybel
Norma Garcia Guillen
Roy Geiger
Boo J. Giuffre
Michael G. Glover
Goe & Forsythe LLP
Hon. James P. Gray
Richard W. Helms
Michael & Angela Hill
Robert Holmen
Hon. Frederick Horn & Hon. Carolyn
Kirkwood
Michael T. Hornack
Yvonne C. Hsu
Hon. Raymond J. Ikola
Todd & Carol Irby
John Isaza
Jasper & Jasper
Pearl Jemison-Smith
Casey R. Johnson
Hon. John W. Kennedy, Jr. (Ret.)

Karen Ketchum
Robert & Kristianne Knudsen
Hon. Ruth Kwan
Hon. Wendy Lindley
Theresa C. Lopez
Los Angeles County Bar Foundation
Gerald & Pearl Mann
Hon. Charles & Jevelyn Margines
Hon. James Marion
Hon. Linda Marks & William Gailey
Ellen R. Marshall
Teresa McQueen
Richard W. Millar, Jr. 
Vickie Mortensen
Marsha Moutrie
Hon. Frances Munoz (Ret.)
Christine Murphy
Hon. Kirk Nakamura
Crystal Needham
Lan Quoc Nguyen & Associates
Diane Nordby
Hon. Richard Pacheco
Janice M. Patronite
R. Steven Peters
R. Thomas Peterson
Nancy A. Pollard
Lary Rappaport & Ellen Laurie Isaacs
Robinson & Wisbaum
Rigoberto Rodriguez
Hon. John J. Ryan (Ret.)
Hon. William F. Rylaarsdam
Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez
Ronald B. Schwartz
Hon. James & Harriet Selna
Mary & Garvin Shallenberger 
(In Memory of Ellen Lee)
Charles & Deanna Shannon 
(In Honor of Julie McCormick) 
Ralph & Shirley Shapiro
Hon. Randall J. Sherman
Richard & Crystal Sims
Steven L. Stern
Hon. Nancy Wieben Stock
Emily Taylor
John Tehranian
Hon. David A. Thompson
Orlando Vazquez
Thomas & Martia Walper
William F. Wenke
Todd Winter
Adina Witzling
Hon. John Woolley (Ret.) & Hon.
Eleanor Palk
Robert Scott Wylie
John K. York
Hon. Laurie D. Zelon

Bill & Wendy Birnbaum
Bois & MacDonald
Roman Darmer
Beatriz Gordon
LexisNexis
Stephen Livingston
Gary McGaha
Mark Minyard
Minyard Morris LLP

Peet’s Coffee & Tea
Robinson, Calcagnie & Robinson
RoyceMultimedia, Inc.
Mark & Alexandra Smith
The Rutter Group
Meena My Thanh Tran
David E. Wald, APC
Michael Williams & Suzanne Blau
Stanley Zipser

Due to space limitations, we can only list those donors who gave
$100 or more. Our heartfelt thanks to those who gave less.

*This donor listing includes our Annual Fund supporters, as well as
other donors who gave from October 2005 through September

2006.  It does not include Foundation, Corporate and other Major
Funders, which are recognized annually in the Spring issue. Also this

listing does not include supporters of PLC’s Annual Volunteer
Recognition Dinner, who are recognized elsewhere in this newsletter.

We apologize for any errors or omission in our listing.

Contributors ($100 to $249)

In-Kind Donations

PLC Board members left to right: Tom Peterson (ASF), Demetria Jackson (First American Trust), Jim Meeker (UCI).

(Continued on Page 8)

Buchalter Nemer

plc expresses grateful appreciation to the sponsors and
underwriters of our Volunteers for Justice Dinner.

Diamond Sponsor

Crowell & Moring LLP*
Edison Mission Energy

Robinson, Calcagnie & Robinson
Rutan & Tucker LLP*

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP*

Snell & Wilmer L.L.P.*
Wells Fargo

Platinum Sponsors

Bingham McCutchen LLP Morrison & Foerster LLP*

Gold Sponsors

Aitken, Aitken & Cohn*
Allen Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & 

Natsis LLP
Deloitte.

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP*
Hodel Briggs Winter LLP

Howrey LLP
Irell & Manella LLP*

Latham & Watkins LLP*
Minyard Morris LLP

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Moss Adams LLP

O'Melveny & Myers LLP*
OCBA Business Litigation Section

Palmieri, Tyler, Wiener, Wilhelm &
Waldron LLP

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker LLP*
Preston Gates & Ellis LLP

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Skorheim & Associates, AAC

St. Joseph Health System
Stradling Yocca Carlson & Rauth*

Silver Sponsors

Baker & Hostetler LLP
Celtic Bar Association of Orange County

Chapman University School of Law
Connor & Fletcher LLP*

Cooksey, Toolen, Gage, Duffy & Woog
Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Federal Bar Association Orange County Chapter
First American Trust, FSB

Hispanic Bar Association of Orange
County

Hyundai Motor America
Jackson DeMarco Tidus Peckenpaugh
Knobbe Martens Olson & Bear LLP

LECG formerly Mack Barclay
Lopez, Hodes, Restaino, Milman & Skikos

Mazda North American Operations
McDermott Will & Emery LLP

New Century Mortgage Corporation
Nossaman Guthner Knox & Elliott LLP

Orange County Diversity Task Force

Orange County Trial Lawyers Association
Orange County Women Lawyers

Association
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi L.L.P.

Ross, Dixon & Bell, LLP
Rus, Miliband & Smith, APC *
University of California, Irvine

Warren J. Ferguson American Inn of Court
Whittier Law School

Bronze Sponsors

Dzida, Carey & Steinman
Pohlson & Moorhead, LLP

Royce Multimedia, Inc. The Williams Law Firm, PC
Washington Mutual

Underwriting Benefactors

Best Best & Krieger
James G. Bohm

Call, Jensen & Ferrell
FTI Consulting, Inc.

M & M Court Reporters, Inc.

The Citigroup Private Bank
Whitmont Legal Technologies, Inc.

Small Firm Underwriters

Consumer Attorneys Public Interest Foundation
Hon. William L. Evans & Patricia S. Evans

Tom & Mary Gordon
Hon. James P. Gray

Institute for Healthcare Advancement
Hon. Richard King
Janice M. Patronite

Law Offices of Michelle Reinglass

OCBA Solo Practitioner/Small Firm
Section

Allan & Cindy Stokke
*Sponsors of our Dinner for 10 or more years

Supporters
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recount all of their successes on behalf of Orange
County’s low-income population, but the
following stories provide a glimpse of our law
students’ impact.

Henry Tsai (Whittier) successfully recovered
the full available amount of a Spanish speaking
client’s security deposit.  He negotiated persistently,
working hard to make sure our client came out on
top. In addition to gaining fundamental legal skills,
Henry also gained a greater appreciation of the
communities we serve. He said, “Volunteering at
PLC has made me more conscientious of the not too
uncommon economic inequalities and social
injustices in Orange County.” 

Leann Jandron (Chapman) provided vital
program management and client assistance in the
first ever legal clinic for nonprofit organizations in
June. She also provided direct legal assistance to a
number of clients, including a child care provider
in Laguna Hills that, thanks in part to Leann’s
hard work, received a Conditional Use Permit to
operate her large family day care.

Christine Dzida (Loyola) received a Howrey
HELPS stipend in conjunction with her work at
PLC. This funding allowed Christine to provide
legal assistance to mainly monolingual Spanish-
speaking clients with immigration and family law
issues. Christine hopes to continue in the field of

public interest law and thanks Howrey LLP for
granting her the opportunity “to get a glimpse of
all the good that can be done with a law degree.”

Working along with these three students were
Tricia Gandy (Chapman), Serena Josephs
(University of Miami), Helen Le (Western State),
Khoa Le (Temple), and Alexis McLeod (William &
Mary). PLC is extremely grateful to all of our 2006
summer clerks for their incredible passion and
dedication to providing access to justice for our
low-income clients. We hope to see them again as
pro bono attorneys as they embark on their legal
careers.

experiences. What came through was their
immense humanity - the human side of pro
bono. When Ken introduced three of the clients
in the video who were at the Dinner, the
audience responded with a standing ovation.

The final treat of the evening was the
keynote speaker, Justice Carol A. Corrigan of
the California Supreme Court. Justice Corrigan
issued a call to action, reminding us of the
privileges of living in our time and in our
country, and also of the responsibilities that
come with being well educated and working in a
profession that carries obligations to help those
less fortunate. She challenged everyone to make
a difference in the lives of others, much in the
same way that the honorees had.

PLC.  These invaluable clinics are held at the
Orange County Bankruptcy Court and help low-
income pro se debtors who have filed for bankrupt-
cy understand their rights regarding reaffirmation
agreements and Chapter 7 filings.

Cynthia Holton – Solo Practitioner. Family law
cases are traditionally some of the most difficult
cases for pro bono organizations to place with vol-
unteer attorneys. Cynthia Holton has proven to be
an essential volunteer for the Public Law Center
because of her willingness to take on, time and
time again, family law cases that we have not been
able to place with other volunteers. Since 2004
when Cynthia began volunteering with PLC, she
has taken 24 separate family law matters. In 2005
alone, Cynthia individually has handled 16 cases
dealing with guardianship, marital dissolution and
domestic violence.

Contributing 491 hours of pro bono legal serv-
ices for PLC clients just in 2005, Cynthia has been
an invaluable asset not only to PLC but also to
numerous families and children in the most desper-
ate of circumstances. Without Cynthia’s dedica-
tion, it is foreseeable that many of the clients she
has helped would have gone without much needed
legal services.  It is only with the commitment of
volunteers like Cynthia Holton that PLC is able to
offer life-sustaining and often life-changing assis-
tance to some of our community’s most vulnerable
members. 

Congratulations to these and all the other
recipients for a job very well done. None of them
volunteered for PLC because of the potential for
future recognition, but we’re happy that we were
able to secure for them the recognition they so
deeply deserve.
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PLC Volunteers Honored at State Bar Annual Meeting (Continued from Page 1)

PLC Law Clerks Complete Successful Summer (Continued from Page 3)
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