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Mission Statement
The Public Law Center, Orange County's pro
bono law firm, is committed to providing access
to justice for low income residents.  Through
volunteers and staff, the Public Law Center
provides free civil legal services, including
counseling, individual representation, commu-
nity education, and strategic litigation and
advocacy to challenge societal injustices.

Get Involved with PLC...
PLC offers a variety of volunteer opportunities
for Attorneys, Law Students, and College
Students including pro bono representation,
staffing at community legal clinics and volun-
teering in-house at PLC. For more information
or if you would like to volunteer, please contact
Peri Doshi-O’Neill, Pro Bono Managing
Attorney at (714) 541-1010 ext. 263 or
pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org

New Eviction Defense Panel Empowers Tenants

When tenants are served with a summons and complaint in unlawful
detainer, they have only five short days to file a response, and could find
themselves in trial within a month. If they fail to timely answer the com-

plaint, a default is entered and a lock out can occur within two weeks. Renters in
this predicament are often frightened, unaware of potential defenses and unable
to afford an attorney.  For many, loss of their deposit, a money judgment for back
rent, loss of personal property and potential homelessness are right around the
corner.  

PLC’s Eviction Defense Panel grew out of a rising need to connect more low

income tenants with volunteer attorneys. Aggressively defending evictions not
only prevents homelessness and preserves affordable housing; it also provides
better results for low income clients whether through settlement or a court deci-
sion. Our pro bono attorneys also benefit by gaining valuable litigation and nego-
tiation experience. So far, fourteen Orange County volunteer attorneys have
agreed to help low income tenants facing eviction. Eviction Defense Panel mem-
bers range from experienced litigators to new admitees. Panel members receive
periodic email alerts of defensible eviction cases ready for placement.  

Suzanna Adelizi and Jessica Brys Brownsell recently (Continued on Page 6)

Alexis Penn-Loya, PLC Staff Attorney and volunteer attorney Suzanna Adelizi of Kenneth L. Schreiber PC talk with a client.

                           



PLC was delighted to have the following mem-
bers join the Board of Directors in the first
quarter of 2007: Victor Becerra is the Director

of the Center for Community Outreach Partnerships
in the School of Social Ecology at University of
California, Irvine. Mark Kemple is a litigation part-
ner who specializes in employment litigation at
Jones Day. Aaron Malo is a partner working in the
Finance and Bankruptcy Practice Group at
Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP. Linda

Schilling is a litigation partner at Latham & Watkins
LLP. Joanna Joyce Weiss is an associate in the liti-
gation department at Latham & Watkins LLP.
Over the past several months the following individ-
uals joined the PLC staff team: Rosa Castillo as a
legal assistant; Matt Cunningham as Development
Manager; Charlotte Finklea as Director of Fund
Development; and Lorena Prieto as administrative
assistant/intake specialist.

I’m not sure who first
coined the phrase
“people come and

people go.” A quick
Google search failed to
help me out other than
to suggest its been a
popular song lyric. But
I know I’m not the first
person to use this short-

hand phrase for marking the movement of people in
and out of the life of organizations. As we note in this
newsletter, there have been several comings and
goings here at the Public Law Center. Each person
who leaves for other opportunities presents an
opportunity for reflection and each person who joins
us anew brings with them the opportunity for
growth and new ideas that is healthy for any group.
While we will miss those whose formal relationship
with PLC, whether as part of our board or our staff,
has ended we know they will always be a part of the
larger PLC family. Those who follow in their place
now have a chance to build on all the good works of
their predecessors.

Nowhere is this organizational phenomenon of
renewal more apt to happen than at the Orange
County Bar Association.  As I write this note, we’ve
just learned that long time OCBA Executive
Director Donna Fouste will be succeeded by new
Executive Director Trudy Levindofske.  Since 1992,
Donna has been the exceptionally talented leader of
what has become one of the largest local bar associ-
ations in California.  In that time she has seen the
coming and going of 16 OCBA presidents, each one
having his or her own plans, ideas and hopes for the
organization. Through it all Donna has built the
OCBA into an organization respected around the

country.  And, most important here at PLC, she has
helped develop critical support to further our mis-
sion of providing access to justice to low-income
Orange County residents.  We have been able to
grow to meet expanding community needs thanks in
large part to the continuing support of the OCBA –
support that Donna facilitated year after year.

As Donna leaves the OCBA, Trudy Levindofske
will follow building on the rock solid foundation that
Donna and others provided.  There probably aren’t
too many people in our legal community who don’t
know that Trudy has been one of those “others.”
Because job titles, particularly in non-profit organi-
zations, can be confusing some may not recognize
that for many years Trudy has been the highly capa-
ble number two at the OCBA, providing the organi-
zation with half of its own “dynamic duo.”  Whether
as Managing Editor of Orange County Lawyer,
heading up bar membership and the membership
directory or representing the OCBA in the myriad
lunches, dinners, receptions, conferences and other
meetings that are more than one person can possibly
attend, Trudy has shown the skills that will make
her an outstanding successor to Donna.  And a suc-
cessor who we know cares deeply about the impor-
tance of access to justice and the role lawyers
throughout our community have to play in providing
access.  We extend our heartiest congratulations to
Trudy as she assumes this new role.

Yes, people come and people go. What matters
most is whether the lives of those they touched were
changed for the better. Whether talking about
Donna Fouste or one of the former PLC board or
staff members noted on the next page, they have
most certainly made our lives and the lives of those
we serve better.
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Kenneth W. Babcock
Executive Director & General Counsel
kbabcock@publiclawcenter.org; Ext.272

Gary McGaha
Directing Attorney
gmcgaha@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 269

Liz Pejeau
Managing Attorney
lpejeau@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 273

Peri Doshi-O’Neill
Pro Bono Managing Attorney
pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 263

Eileen McCarthy
emccarthy@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 270
Alexis Penn-Loya
apenn@publiclawcenter.org; Ext.268
Staff Attorneys

Shannon Anderson
sanderson@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 293
Kirsten M. Kreymann
kkreymann@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 283
Equal Justice Works
AmeriCorps Attorneys

Rosa Y. Castillo
Legal Assistant
rcastillo@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 266

Charlotte Finklea
Director of Fund Development
cfinklea@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 277

Matt Cunningham
Development Manager
mcunningham@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 276

Glenna McKeown
Bookkeeper
gmckeown@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 275

Tracy Hermans
Senior Administrative Assistant
thermans@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 292

Evelyn Fuentes
efuentes@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 262
Viki K. Morales
vmorales@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 261
Lorena Prieto
lprieto@publiclawcenter.org; Ext. 278

Public Law Center Staff From the Executive Director

New Faces at PLC
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Todd D. Irby
Law Offices of Todd Irby
President

Deborah E. Arbabi 
Crowell & Moring LLP
Vice President

Robert S. Knudsen
PricewaterhouseCoopers
LLP
Treasurer

Robert S. Wolfe
Secretary

Darren O. Aitken
Aitken, Aitken & Cohn

Harriet F. Bemus

Ralph H. Blakeney
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw
Pittman LLP

Victor Becerra
University of California,
Irvine

Roman E. Darmer II
Howrey LLP

Richard A. Derevan, 
Snell & Wilmer, L.L.P.

Maya K. Dunne
St. Joseph Health System

Kathy F. Esfahani

Todd E. Gordinier 
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Roger A. Grable 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips
LLP

Nicola T. Hanna
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Dimetria A. Jackson
First American Trust

Mimi Justice
Deloitte.

Mark Kemple 
Jones Day

Philip D. Kohn 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP

Christopher M. Leo
St. Joseph Health System

Aaron Malo
Sheppard Mullin Richter &
Hampton LLP

James W. Meeker
University of California,
Irvine

Mark Minyard 
Minyard Morris LLP

Crystal S. Needham
Edison Mission Energy

Thomas J. Peterson
AIDS Services Foundation
Orange County 

Gary M. Pohlson 
Pohlson & Moorhead

Alexander S. Polsky
JAMS

Carole E. Reagan 
Morrison & Foerster LLP

Mark P. Robinson, Jr. 
Robinson, Calcagnie &
Robinson

Rigoberto Rodriguez

Linda Schilling
Latham & Watkins, LLP

Dr. Socorro Torres
Sarmiento
Mexican Consulate

Crystal C. Sims 
Legal Aid Society of Orange
County

Nhan T. Vu 
Chapman University School
of Law

Joanna Joyce Weiss 
Latham & Watkins LLP

Holly A. H. Williams 
Apto-Law

Michael R. Williams
Connor, Fletcher & Williams
LLP

Brett J. Williamson
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Peter Zeughauser 
Zeughauser Group

Board of Directors

Kudos to . . .

The following board members and staff have left
the Public Law Center in the last several
months. We thank them for their dedication,

hard work and commitment to our mission and wish
them well always.  They are: PLC Board of Directors
members Grace Emery, Mary Ann Foo, Pearl

Jemison-Smith and John Murphy; PLC Staff
Attorneys Suzanne Blau, Julie McCormick and Hien
Vo; PLC Paralegal Mario Salgado; PLC Director of
Fund Development Fran Marshall; and PLC
Development Associate Christine Murphy.

Happy Trails . . .

Eileen McCarthy, PLC Staff Attorney with Kathy Esfahani, recipient of the Ralph Kennedy
Award

PLC board member Brett Williamson of
O’Melveny & Myers recently received the
Distinguished Alumnus Award from the UCI

School of Social Sciences.
PLC board member Kathy Esfahani recently

received the Ralph Kennedy Award at the Annual
Orange County Affordable Housing Awards
Breakfast for her longstanding support of PLC’s
affordable housing advocacy work.

PLC volunteer attorneys Kelly Leggio and Lise
Johnson (Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher) and Lori
Ginex-Orinion (Finlayson, Augustini & Williams)
recently received the Emerging Leader Award at the
American Jewish Committee Annual Judge Learned
Hand Awards Luncheon for their work on an affir-
mative habitability class action brought on behalf of
a group of low-income tenants in Santa Ana.

A litigation team led by PLC board member Nick
Hanna of the Orange County Office of Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher recently earned the firm’s Frank
Wheat Memorial Award, a national award recogniz-
ing outstanding pro bono achievements, for their
work on the Santa Ana habitability class action.
Along with Kelly, Lise and Lori (noted above), Nick’s
litigation team included associates Kevin Roosevelt
and Christopher Campbell.

PLC Executive Director Ken Babcock will receive
the Marcus Kaufman Jurisprudence Award at the
annual Anti-Defamation League Jurisprudence
Awards Dinner, along with PLC supporters Don
Morrow of Paul Hastings Janofsky & Walker and
Dean Parham Williams of Chapman University
School of Law. 

                                                



The generosity of donors to the Access to Justice
Annual Fund Drive is making a world of differ-
ence in helping the Public Law Center ensure

that Orange County’s low income and underserved
residents receive vitally needed legal assistance. As
of March 30th, PLC had received over $72,500 from
280 donors. PLC is grateful for the investment our
longstanding supporters and new donors have made
in pro bono legal assistance.

PLC’s work is life-changing for the thousands of
children, families, adults, and seniors that we help
each year. In 2006 alone, more than 12,000 individu-
als benefited from 43,000 hours of free legal services,
provided by nearly 700 volunteers and 11 staff attor-
neys.

The Annual Fund is a critical part of PLC’s
long-term stability in Orange County. It provides
unrestricted revenues that PLC uses to offer the level
and breadth of pro bono legal services needed by low

income residents of Orange County.
Thanks to those who have already partnered

with Public Law Center with a gift to the 2006-2007
Access to Justice Annual Fund. If you have not
given, we invite you to join our family of supporters.
To make an immediate impact on access to justice,
send in a donation in the attached envelope or make
a secure gift online at our website,
www.publiclawcenter.org. 

To discuss other giving opportunities, including
gifts of appreciated securities, real estate or to
include PLC in a planned gift, contact Charlotte
Finklea, Director of Fund Development at (714) 541-
1010 ext. 277 or cfinklea@publiclawcenter.org. 

Your gift has a strong multiplier effect, because
of PLC’s extensive use of volunteer lawyers; every
dollar you invest is leveraged to yield more than
seven times the value in services - $7.50 worth of
services for every $1 donated.
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Donors Invest in 2006-2007 “Access to Justice” Annual Fund

(Continued from Page 1)

represented a mother and daughter who lived in sep-
arate units in an apartment building notorious for
ongoing code violations. The daughter had been
active in organizing the tenants to improve the living
conditions at the building, and many tenants who
tried to assert their rights felt that the landlord used
unlawful detainer actions as retaliation. Thanks to
Suzanna and Jessica’s efforts, both women saved
more than $2,000 in plaintiff ’s attorney fees and
court costs. More importantly, they were able to stay
in their apartments for several additional months
while they secured alternate subsidized housing,
and the underlying unlawful detainer actions were
dismissed. Suzanna and Jessica closely monitored
the return of their clients’ security deposits and
Suzanna secured donations to cover her client’s
security deposit at her new apartment.

Frank Conner of Wordes, Wilshin & Conner LLP
represented a disabled elderly client who was served
with an unlawful detainer after requesting much
needed repairs and properly withholding his rent.
Frank was able to settle the matter on the trial date.  

As a result of his efforts, the landlord waived

$1,060 in back rent, gave the client 30 additional
days to move, and paid the client $2,000 in moving
expenses. Frank said the key to his successful result
was that he personally visited the client’s apartment
and took numerous photographs to document the
horrendous habitability issues. Problems with the
apartment included lack of heat, falling plaster, sub-
stantial water leaking, torn window screens, inade-
quate hot water, bad plumbing, vermin, defective
electrical wiring, and extensive mold.

PLC and its clients are highly appreciative of the
hard work and great results achieved by the Eviction
Defense Panel. If you would like to be part of this
exciting new effort at PLC, contact Alexis Penn-
Loya, at apennloya@publiclawcenter.org. Those
unfamiliar with tenant defense can sign up for
PLC’s upcoming Housing and Eviction Defense
Training with the Orange County Bar Association
on Thursday, May 10, 2007. MCLE credit will be
available, and the cost of participation will be a com-
mitment to accept two PLC eviction cases in the
coming year. Together we can make a difference!

New Eviction Defense Panel Empowers Tenants

AIDS Services Foundation Orange County
Buchalter Nemer
California Consumer Protection Foundation
Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law
County of Orange Health Care Agency
Dechert LLP
Equal Justice Works
Foundation of the State Bar of California
Institute for Healthcare Advancement
Legal Aid Society of Orange County
Macy’s Passport Fund and Federated Foundation
Orange County Bar Association

Orange County Bar Association Charitable Fund
Orange County Center for Spiritual Renewal
Orange County United Way
Orange County Women Lawyers Association
Orangewood Children’s Foundation
St. Joseph Health System
St. Joseph Health System Office and Perot Systems
Employees
Sisters of Saint Joseph of Orange
Society of St. Vincent De Paul, Council of Orange County
The State Bar of California

2006/2007 Foundation, Corporate and Other Major Funders:

Thank you to the following supporters of the
Public Law Center*

Michael Ermer
Brett J. Williamson
Peter D. Zeughauser

Richard Derevan
Alan Friedman
Joel & Nikki Miliband
Michael Williams & Suzanne Blau
The Williams Law Firm, PC
Robert Wolfe

Deborah & Amir Arbabi
Kenneth W. Babcock & Hon. Kathleen
E. O'Leary
Tara Brewer
Roman & Katherine Darmer
Randall Erickson
Todd Gordinier
Roger Grable
Andra Greene
Judicate West
Mimi Justice
Philip & Patti Kohn
Fran Marshall

Julie McCoy
Mark Minyard
Gary M. Pohlson
Mark Robinson
The Samadani Law Firm
Linda Schilling
Bradley Schweitzer
Tara Brewer
Alan Friedman
Hon. Sheila Sonenshine (Ret.) &
Ygal Sonenshine

Judi Curtin
Hon. Kim & Steve Dunning
John Hurlbut, Jr.
Dean Zipser

Benefactor ($1,000 to $2,499)

Patron ($750 to $999)

Pillar of Justice ($2,500 and over)

Partner ($1,000 to $1,499)

Sustainer ($500 to $749)
Darren O. Aitken
Ralph & Judy Blakeney
Larry & Anita Boyd
James Broderick, Jr.
William M. Burd
Lawrence Cohn
Debra Healy Deem in Memory of
David Solle
Shannon Dwyer
Michael Fields
Nick Hanna
Matthew Hodel

Melinda Hoyt
Irvine Health Foundation
J. Reuben Clark Law Society
Hon. Richard Luesebrink (Ret.) &
Christine Luesebrink
Mr. & Mrs. Randy T. Moore
Polenzani Benefits & Insurance
Services Inc.
Marcus Salvato Quintanilla
The Sturdevant Law Firm
Barbara Wickham & G. Christian Roux

Supporter ($250 to $499)
Hon. William W. Bedsworth & Kelly
McCourt
Harriet Bemus
Joseph P. Busch
Carolyn Carter
Connor & Fletcher LLP
Kathy Esfahani
Hon. William and Patricia Evans
Charlotte Finklea & Michael Dunn
Don & Eileen Ford
Marjorie G. Fuller
Beatriz Gordon
Hon. Andrew J. & Loreen Guliford
Edward W. Hall
Richard & Halli Heston
Dimetria Jackson
M. Kathy Jenson
Casey Johnson
Debra Kegel
C. William Kircher
Robert Knudsen
Joel Kuperberg & Lydia Levin
Christopher M. Leo
Aaron Malo
Robin Meadow
Jeffrey Metzger
Hon. Theodore Millard (Ret.)

Hon. Franz & Shannon Miller
Marsha Moutrie
Crystal Needham
Anne B. Nutt
W. Patrick O`Keefe, Jr.
Robert E. Palmer
Thomas Peterson & James Albright
Hon. Peter J. Polos
Carole Reagan
Thomas Riordan
Ira Rivin
Law & Mediation Office of Troy D.
Roe
Michael Rubin
Paul A. Schmidhauser & Cindy R.
Hughes
Valerie Schurman
Hall Seely
Jeffrey Shields
Michael Soloff & Sue Himmelrich
Hon. Sheila Sonenshine (Ret.) &
Ygal Sonenshine
Anne St. John
Carl Steen
William Turpit
Nhan Thien Vu
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Save The Date

Thursday, July 26th, 2007
Hyatt Regency, Irvine

Honoring
Minyard Morris LLP

Law Firm of the Year

Macy’s West
Corporate Partner of the Year

John Hurlbut Jr.
Attorney of the Year

Distinguished Keynote Speaker

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

For further information contact: Matt Cunningham 714.5241.1010 ext 276 or
mcunningham@publiclawcenter.org

We are grateful to Macy’s Passport Fund and
the Federated Foundation for a $10,000
grant to support a new innovative project

that will provide legal clinics for individuals living
with HIV or AIDS. Legal clinics will be held on site
at our partner Aids Services Provider Organizations
and are targeted to provide services early in the indi-
vidual’s disease process, before specific legal issues
can develop into crises. Providing these clinics is
directly responsive to the CDC’s recommendation
that all persons diagnosed with HIV be referred for
legal services.  Public Law Center is the only
provider of AIDS related legal services in Orange
County. 

PLC is honored to receive $15,000 in support
from Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange Fund for our
Safety Net Legal Services for Trafficking Victims
program. This safety net of legal services will com-
plement the matrix of services designed by the
Orange County Task Force on Human Trafficking to
address the complexity of needs experienced by traf-
ficking victims. The program will also provide assis-
tance to victims of trauma, as described in the
Violence Against Women Act and other crimes, as

well as unaccompanied minors who have been
abused, abandoned or neglected by their parents.

The Foundation of the State Bar of California
selected PLC to receive a $10,000 grant to support
our HIV/AIDS Client Empowerment Project. The
grant will be used to produce and distribute resource
handbooks in English, Spanish and Vietnamese on
select directly-pertinent topics, such as discrimina-
tion, working, and immigration. 

Our thanks to the Orange County Bar
Association for its continued strong support of PLC.
The OCBA Lawyer Referral & Information Service
has provided a donation of $20,000 to assist us in
our efforts to provide justice for low income Orange
County residents. And the OCBA Charitable Fund
recently provided PLC with a $43,000 grant to fur-
ther our efforts to recruit, train and mentor volunteer
attorneys who can assist clients with legal matters,
particularly in specialized areas. We are especially
grateful for the efforts of the LRIS Committee Chair
Claudette Kunzman, Charitable Fund Chair Julie
McCoy, Executive Director Donna Fouste and the
rest of the OCBA board and staff.

Major Gift News

Richard Aprahamian Family
Kaplan Beller
Lee Blumen
James Boyle
Christopher Campbell
Jocelin Chou
Hon. Donna Crandall
Steven Eisenberg
Rachel Ellis
Hon. Francisco Firmat
Warren Fox
Anne Frank
Clifford Frieden
Arthur Gray Family
Viney Gupta
Raymond Hernacki Family

John Isaza
Karen Ketchum
Karen Lash
Mary Lynn
Hon. Joy Markman
Diane Nordby
Neil O`Hanlon
Charles Olobri Family
Richard Regosin
Deanna Soria
Lee Steelman
Chris Tanner
Hon. Richard Toohey
Karen Walter
Estelle O. Webb 
William Zulch

Hon. Richard Aronson
Hon. Craig & Jill Arthur
Donna Bader
Hon. Patricia Bamattre-Manoukian
Jim & Julianne Bancroft
Hon. Andrew Banks
Donna R. Bashaw
Tom & Melanie Bellamore
Berger Kahn
David Biderman
Thomas Bois
Hon. Thomas Borris
Julian Cimbaluk
Cari Cohn-Morros
Gregory Cordrey
Chris Cruz
Amin David
Julie M. Davis
Hon. Patrick Donahue
Brian Donovan
Trudy Dunlap
Maya Dunne
Susan Baerg Epstein
The Fieldstone Foundation
Ian Flatley
Joseph Forbath
Elizabeth Forbath
Heather Freelin
Hon. Richard & Susan Fybel
Roy Geiger
Peter Gilhuly
Boo J. Giuffre
Hon. Thomas Goethals
Hon. James P. Gray
Robert Holmen
Hon. Frederick Horn & Hon. Carolyn
Kirkwood
Michael & Alicia Hornak
Hon. Raymond Ikola
Todd & Tina Irby
Susan Cameron Kelley
Hon. John W. Kennedy, Jr. (Ret.)
Hon. Ronald Kreber
David Lash
Abraham Lim

Theresa C. Lopez
Lynn Loschin
Hon. Charles & Jevelyn Margines
Gloria & Thomas Mayer
William & Cecilia McCourt
Richard W. Millar, Jr.
Michael Monaco & Thy Han
Vickie Mortensen
Law Firm of Lan Quoc Nguyen &
Associates
Caryn Nguyen
Janice Patronite
R. Steven Peters
R. Thomas Peterson
Hon. Nancy Pollard
Hon. Daniel Pratt
Jean Priefer
Ellen Isaacs & Lary Rappaport
Hon. John Ryan (Ret.)
Hon. William F. Rylaarsdam
Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez
Socorro Torres Sarmiento
Hon. James & Harriet Selna
Charles & Deanna Shannon (in honor
of Julie McCormick)
Ruth Shapin & Donald Buchanan
Hon. Randall Sherman
Crystal Sims
Law Offices of Allan M. Soto, Inc.
Hon. Nancy Weiben Stock
Kathleen Swenson
Emily Taylor
Hon. David A. Thompson
Eric V. Traut
Marty Trujillo
Hon. Josephine Tucker
Thomas Walper
Lei Lei & Johan Wang Ekvall
William Wenke
Adina Witzling
Thomas Woodruff
R. Scott Wylie
Hon. Laurie Zelon
Richard Zevnik

Casey Annis
Howrey LLP
Molly Pietsch
Pioneer North America

* This listing includes our Annual Fund supporters,
as well as other donors who gave from April 2006
through March 2007. It does not include supporters
of PLC’s Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner, who
were recognized in the Fall 2006 newsletter. We

apologize for any errors or omissions in our listing.

Friend ($100 to $249)

In-Kind Donations

Less than $100 
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THANKS to our many volunteers!

We apologize for any errors or omis-

sion. If you have volunteered at PLC

between January 1, 2006 and

February 28, 2007 and are not in our

records please contact Peri Doshi-O’Neill

at (714) 541-1010 ex-t. 263 or

pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org.

Laurie Adams
Suzanna Adelizi
Marvin Adviento
Jamie Ahli-Pence
Ashleigh Aitken
Michael Akiva
Sheila Alexander
Stephenie Alexander
David Allen
Jillian Allen
Arlyn Alonzo
Victor H. Altamirano
Anerio Altman
Cyrus Ameri
Rod Anavim
Amy Anderson
Clifford Anderson
Jon Anderson
Martin Anderson
Leslie Ang
Susan Angell
Alex Angulo
Nora Aponte-Woodring
Deborah Arbabi
Alan Armstrong
Diane Arnold
Shelly Aronson
Ellen Bacon
Francis Bajinting
Julian Banning 
Jorge Barcelo
Alec Barinholtz
Brian Bark
Alyson Barker
Susan Barricella
Javier Barron
Allison Barrows
David Bartels
Deborah Barwen
Donna R. Bashaw
Lin Bates
Bruce Bauer
Thomas Bayard
Kristina Beavers
David Beck
Lauren Becker
John Beeson
Robert Beggs
Melinda Bell
Melanie Bellamore
Tom Bellamore
Reem Bello
Temre Beltz
Derek Bercher
Ernst Berends
James Bernald
Johnson Beverly
Anil Bhartia 
Mark W. Bidwell
Heather Blackwelder
Joshua Bledsoe
Karen Bocker
Drew Bordages
Jessica Boschee
John Bowerbank
Robert Boyle
Donald Bradley
Richard Brady
Anne Brafford
Susan Brake 
Kim Brandt
Kevin Brantley
Tara Brewer
Robert Briseno
Tiffany Brosnan
Sandra E. Brown
Mark Bruce
Jessica Brys Brownsell
Mark Budensiek
Thy Bui
Donald Bunnin
Donald Michael Bush
Roberto Cabrera
Karen Calkins
James Callister
Gudelia Calva
Christopher B. Campbell
Michael Cangolosi

Josette Cann
Isabelle Carrillo
Hon. Marjorie Carter
John Carter
Joanne Caruso
James Casey
Adrian Castro
Dan Chambers
Eugene Chan
Nancy Chan
Stephen S. Chang
Steven P. Chang
Anthony Chen
Lee Wei Chen
Shonine Chitty
Michelle Choy
Jan Christie
Alice Chu
Lauren Clairicia
Bryan Clavecilla
Debbie Coel
Jeffrey A. Coleman
David Collins
Brian Colombana
Carlos Colorado
Dennis Connelly
Frank Conner
Jon Christian Conrad
Gregory Cordrey
James Cronn
Anna Cruz
Chris Cruz
Christa Culver
Christine Cwiertny
Christina Dallen
Glenn Dassoff
Jim Davis
Michael De Vries
Thomas Delaney
Kevin DeMeire
Christele Demuro
Erin Denniston
John Denny
Paul DeQuattro
Marri Derby
Richard Derevan
Kendra Deter
Peter Deutsch
Carolyn Deverich
Michael Di Yanni
Robert Dickson
Thom Dietrich
Robyn Dimino
Kristopher Diulio
David Do
Bao Doan
Jeremy Dolnick
Carlos Dominguez
Fredric Douglas
Blake Ducker
Brian Ducker
Dean Dunlavey
Lance Duran
Noam Duzman
Ryan Dwight
Shannon Dwyer
Erika Dy
Gregory Dyer
Christine Dzida
Heidi Eddy-Dorn
Elise Edgell
Michael Edmiston
Kurt Eggert
Cara Elkin
Stephen Ellis
Bradley Erdosi
Marc Ernaga
Tom Erwin
Leigh Esposito
Laura Evans
Sanaz Farkhad
Michael Fehner
Carla Feldman
Aaron Fennimore
Abelardo Fernandez
Crystal Fernandez
Mark Finkelstein
Robert Flack

Aimee Flanagan
Ian Flatley
Kelley Fleming
Matthew Fletcher
Sandra Flores
Brendan Ford
Tiffany Ford
Daniel Foster
Michael Franco
Heather Freelin
Christopher Friedt
Bernard Frimond
Eric Fromme
Steven Fulton
Ron Funk
Lee Gabriel
Todd Eric Gallinger
Cheryl Galvin
Tricia Gandy
Joel Garcia
Norma Garcia Guillen
Brian Garcia-Park
Scott Garner
Douglas Gastelum
Ivan Gaviria
Sara Geer
Joseph Geis
Michelle Geist
Iman Ghasri
Dale Giali
Charity Gilbreth
Jordan Gimbel
Peter Gimino
Lori Ginex-Orinion
Robert Glasser
Ronald Glenn Gomez
Jason Glicksman
Kenneth Glowacki Jr.
Sal Godoy
Jason Goldstein
Angela Gonzales
David Gonzalez
José Gonzalez
Katherine Gonzalez
Laura Goodwin
Beatriz Gordon
Jeevan Gore
Hassan Gorguinpour
E. Robert Goss
Natalie Gowin
Roger Grable
Thomas Gray
Andra Greene
Kristin Grenfell
Kevin Griffith
Cristina Guerra
Elizabeth Guerrero
Andrew Guilford
Amalia Guran
Naveen Gurudevan
Andrew Hagopian III
La S. Hale-Johnson
Solmaz Hamidian
Thy Han Monaco
Nicola Hanna
Alexandra Hanson
Charles Hargrave
Melanie Harootoonian
Julie Harris
Thea Harris
Lori Hawkins
Natalie Hayashi
Anne Healy
Christopher Heikaus Weaver
Kirsten Heikaus Weaver
Katherine Henggeler
Heather Herd
José Hernandez
Richard Herr
Michelle Hertzog
Richard Heston
Paula Hettervik
Gale Hickman
Nathan Wade Hicks
Russell Hill
Kathleen Hinton-Braaten
Steven Hittelman
Michelle Hodges

Peter Holbrook
Ayanna Holmes
Michael J. Holmes
Cynthia Holton
Ali Homayouni
Juan Hong
Tina Hoover
Craig Howland Millet
Queena Hu
Jamie Hubbard
Kim Hubbard
Esra Hudson
D'lorah Hughes
Katie Hughes
Heidi Hunt
John Hurlbut Jr.
Judith Hurst Jamroz
Shahnaz Hussain
Adrian Ibarra
Ahmed Ibrahim
Frank Jackson
Kristen Jackson
Kristen Jaconi
Rashida Jaffer
Jesse James
Leann Jandron
Liane Jarvis
Goldstein Jason
Mack Jenkins
Bianca Jimenez
Lang Jin
Beverly Johnson
Bjorn Johnson
Christine Johnson
Kim Johnson
Lise Johnson
Michele Johnson
Anastasia Jones
Carla Jones
Dana Jones
David Jordan
Serena Josephs
Stephanie Joyce
Treg Julander
John Kao
Jamilah Kapi 
Phillip Kaplan
Pamela Karger
Charles Katz
Eric Katz
Brian Keleman
Monique Keleman
Stacy Kelly
Rock Kendall
Eric Kennedy
Scot Kennedy
Shawn Kennedy
Babikian Kevin
Beth Kim
Gene Kim
Jeannie Kim
Jeeheon Kim
Jennifer Kim
Jinhee Kim
Sarah Kim
Theodore Kim
Marjorie Kirkwood
Ernest Klatte
Susan Kleiman
Nathan Klein
Zachary Klughaupt
James Knight
Sarah Knight
John Koa
Sonny HiSeung Koo
Alex Kreonidis
Amy Kreutner
Rhonda Lynn Krietemeyer
Erin Kubota 
Russell Kuchynka  
David Kuiper
Rushika Kumaratne
Claudette Kunzman
Joel Kuperberg
Lindsay Kurtis
Jennifer Kurzon
Jordan Kushner
Lisa Lafourcade

Juan Laguna
Jeffrey E Lalloway
Linda Lam
Daniel Lambert
Don Landis
Mark LaScola
Helen Le
Khoa Le
Chase Leavitt
Payson Lederman
Candice Lee
Michael Lee
Kelly Leggio
Khai Lequang
Lisa Lerch
Carol J. Leversen
Lisa Carol Leversen
Eric Levy
Todd Liftin
Jason Liljestrom
Susan Lindberg
Thanayi Lindsey
Jessica Linehan
Craig Liu
Stephen Livingston
Abby Lloyd
Thomas Lo
Steve Lopez
Theresa Lopez
Ellaine Loreto
Monica Lukoschek
Margaret Lyons
Yuliya Lyubovnaya
Joy Magdellana Morton- Owens
Linda Mai
Deborah Mallgrave
Cornelia Mallory
Aaron Malo
Massoumi Mandana
Rachelle Mandel
Sharla Manley
Pearl Mann
Tracy Marchant
Kenneth Marcus
Jesse Marino
Linda Marquis
Ellen Marshall
Hilary Martin
Marilyn Martin-Culver
Karla Martinez
Paul Marx
Michael Maryott
Richard Masson
Natalie Matsler
Scott Maynard
Patrick McCalla
Jennifer McCartney
Edson McClellan
Julie McCoy
Sam McDermott
Stuart McKenzie
Alexis McLeod
Kelly McMahon
Teresa McQueen
Yancy Meneses
Roslyn Menkes
Robert Meserve
Karen Meyers
Geoffrey D. Michel
Chris Middleton
Merit Mikhail
Adam Miller
David Miller
Harlene Miller
Brian Mills
Mark Minyard
Matthew Missakian
Neda Mobassery
Josette Mollica
Gerald Mooney
Damian Michael Moos
Carmen Moraga-Eid
Erin Patricia Moriarty
Rex Morishita
Joy Morton-Owens
Chandra Moss
Richard Moss
Angele Motlagh

Mary Beth Mueller
William Mujica
Jesse Mulholland
Erica Muñoz
Emilia Muokebe
Fred Muscarella
Omar Naime
Alan Nakasone
Dennis Nakata
Alice Nance
Christopher Natland
Osman Nawaz
John Nelson
Pamela Nelson
Mercy N'gugi
Anh Nguyen
Jennifer Nguyen
Kim Nguyen
Lyly Nguyen
Ngoc Nguyen
Nguyet Nguyen
Van Nguyen
Vanessa Nguyen
Michael Nicastro
Worth (Larry) Nicholl
Barbara J. Nichols
Kathleen Nichols
Andre Nintcheff
Meghan O'Brien
Karen O'Donnell
Stephen Olear
Matthew O'Loughlin
Wendy Olson
Brian O'Neill
Craig O'Neill
Kim Orbeck
Isabelle Ord
Adam Orvek
Elaine O'Toole
Amy Owens
Robert Palmer
Annie Pan
Amanda Paracuellos
Delia Park
Ho El Park
James Park
Jennifer Pascua
Janie Paulson
Mark Payne
William Pearson
Brandi Pena
Shirley Peng
Michael Penn
Alexis Penn Loya
Joe Perez
Melissa Perez
Linda Pethick
Sharon Petrosino
Doug Pham
Hung Pham
Kevin Phillips
Greg Piedlow
Molly Pietsch
Chris Pinzon
Louis Piscopo
Carissa Podesta
Mark Pollitt
Lorena Prieto 
Marian Pritchard
Alesta Purvis
Richard Quintilone
Saif Rahman
Michelle Ralph
Lisa Ramirez
Jesse Randolph
Serafina Raskin
Dennis Rasor
Brian Recor
Marcelo Reyes
Steven Rice
Katie Richardson
Patricia Rincon
Tom Riordan
Jeffrey Risher
Michael Ritter
Irma Rivas
Ira Rivin
Kenneth Roberts

Robert Robertson
Daniel Robinson
Aron Rofer
Paul Rogers
Joanne Romanelli
Theodore Roosevelt
Leslie Roseman
Joyce Rosendahl
Gail Ross
Glenn Rowley
Kelly Rozek
Ryan Ruggerello
Alison Ryan
James Sabovich
Pooya Safarzadeh
Arash Samadani
Gina Samore
Linda Sampson
Toki Sandoval
Ryan Sandwick
Michael Schaefer
Carol Schaner
James Scheinkman
Erich Schiefelbine
Linda Schilling
Anna Schlotzhuaer
Kent Schmidt
Steven Schroeder
Kevin Schubert
Harry Schulz
Cortney Scott
Steven Scow
Nathan Searles
Steven Sears
J.R. Sechrist
Lonnie Seide
John Sekella
Mansi Shah
Hilary Shalla
Christopher Sharpe
Janina C. Shary
Mark Shean
Scott Siamas
Lindley Siemsen
Alvaro Sierra
Donald Sieveke
Ruby Simjee
Steven Simmons
Lindsay Singer
Jeffrey Singletary
Josephine Sioson
Garett Sleichter
Jennifer Smietana
Bryan Eugene Smith
Sindee Smolowitz
Michael Sobkowiak
Chahira Solh
Charles Song
Kevin Song
Ben Sonnonstine
Jeff Sparks
Jill Sperber
Bernadette Stafford
Jennifer Staggs
Bahara Stapelberg
Amanda Steele
Melissa Steele
David Stein
Gillian Stein
Stephanie Sterling
Doug Stevens
Wendy Sugg
Laurie Svitenko
Becky Swan
Michael Symons
James Sytsma
Joseph Tadros
Alison Taub
Emily Taylor
Carrie Teasdale
John Tehranian
Diane Thomas
Jeanne Thomas
Jeffrey Thomas
Ronald James Thommarson
Julie Thornton
Jeanne Tollison
Lily Toubi

Cathy Tran
David Tran
Ngoc-Tram Tran
Steve Tran
Tina Tran
Catherine Treinen
Jason Truong
Henry Tsai
Michael Turek
Marc Turman
Thomas Tuttle
Tom Tuttle
Adanna Ukah
Edward Uliasz
Anee Uyeda
Chad Valencia
Jean Van Camp
Nicole Vanderlaan Smith
Deborah Vasquez
Stephanie Villasenor
Adam Vining
Richard Vogl
Nhan Vu
Danielle Wakefield
Debby Walters
Patricia Wang
Tina Wang
Lei Lei Wang Ekvall
Deirdre Warde
Delisle Warden
Lesley Wasser
Diane Watanabe
Lonnie Watson
Elizabeth Weaver
Thomas Weaver
Khadijah Webb
Joanna Weiss
William Wenke
Mike Westerland
Dana White
Darrell White
Rosemary White
T. Jason White
Teresa White
Keith Wilford
Matthew Williamson
George Willis
Peter Wilson
Karen Winnett
Michael Winsten
Todd Winter
Daniel Winton
Gabrielle Wirth
Shara Beral Witkin
Andrew Wong
Michael Wong
Tyler Woods
Glen Worthington
Oliver Wright
Marie Wrighten
Arnold Wuhrman
R. Wylie
John Yi
Natalie Yim
Moses Alexander Yneges
John Yoak
Jennifer Yokoyama
Susie Yoo
Daniel R. York
Richard Young
Summer Young Agriesti
Pamela Young-Valencia
Ronald Zack
Ambreen Zaheen
Bryan Zech
Peiyi Zhao
Mark Ziebell
Dean Zipser
John R. Zitny

   



Sole Practitioner Arash Samadani represented a
64 year old monolingual Spanish speaking retiree
who signed documents thinking he was helping a
friend finance a truck by acting as a co-signer.  The
client later learned that he was not a co-signer, but
was listed on the contract as the sole buyer.  To make
matters worse, just weeks after the transaction, the
truck was stolen, and the buyer-in-fact carried no
insurance.  When the client’s friend failed to make
payments, the client was sued for nearly $40,000
plus attorneys’ fees.  Samadani filed an Answer and
Cross-Complaint for the client alleging various vio-
lations of California consumer protection statutes
and proceeded with discovery.  A short time later, he
obtained a favorable settlement for the client, where-
in the entire action was dismissed with prejudice
and the client owed nothing.

Sam McDermott of Wood, Smith, Henning &
Berman helped a client living on a fixed income from
Social Security and a pension resolve a problem with
a roofing contractor.  The 71 year old homeowner
had hired a company that did not install the new roof
correctly and refused to do any remedial work.
McDermott was able to convince the contractor to
replace the roof without filing a lawsuit.  The client
wrote to PLC:  “Sam McDermott did everything he
could to help me get my new roof. He has lots of
patience and compassion.” 

Russell Hill, Mansi Shah and Alyson Barker of
Howrey agreed to take on the defense of a father and
son who were wrongly sued for damages arising out
of a hit and run motorcycle accident. The Howrey
volunteers were able to convince the plaintiff that the
father had sold the car and filed his release of liabil-
ity before the accident and that his son was not the
driver. The plaintiff offered to settle for a dismissal
with prejudice if the defendants waived costs. 

Eric Kennedy of Latham & Watkins represented
an 80 year-old client who had water damage in his
home due to faulty plumbing.  The contractor he
hired to remove the water and repair the damage
billed in excess of the contract amount.  The client
felt this was an attempt to gouge the insurer and not
wanting to be collusive, refused to release the money
to the contractor.  A mechanic’s lien was filed and a
lawsuit followed.  Kennedy was able to negotiate a
resolution of the matter with the contractor agreeing
to accept the contract sum and release the mechan-
ic’s lien.

7Pro Bono Matters

PLC’s AIDS Legal Assistance Project is again a
beneficiary of AIDS Walk OC, which is being
held at the Angels Stadium in Anaheim on

Saturday, May 12, 2007.  The Walk will culminate in
a lap around the Stadium warning track, which will
be broadcast on the JumboTron.  The event will also
feature entertainment, a family fun zone, a food fes-
tival, and health education tent. Walk sponsors and
Walk team members who raise $1,000 will have
access during the Walk to the Hometown Heroes
area in the Stadium Diamond Club.

Your involvement with AIDS Walk helps pro-
vide the services and assistance that are desperately
needed by people living with HIV/AIDS, including
legal assistance. We ask you to “step up to the plate”
and sponsor or join PLC’s walk team by going to
http://www.aidswalk.org/oc. You can also organize
your friends or firm as a sub-team of PLC. Please
contact Liz Pejeau at lpejeau@publiclawcenter.org if
you have any questions or would like additional
information.

Get Into the Game by Joining AIDS Walk

Starting in May 2007, the Public Law Center
will be offering pro bono opportunities for
summer associates at Orange County law

firms. Piloted in 2006, the PLC Summer
Associate Pro Bono Program offers these law
students the rewarding experience of helping a
needy client and the chance to gain valuable
client interviewing and writing skills.  The pro
bono opportunities range from conducting legal
intakes at a community clinic (5 hour commit-
ment) to providing pro bono representation for
clients (30-40 hours commitment). PLC will
conduct trainings and offer support specific to
the type of pro bono work a firms’ summer asso-
ciates seek. 

If you are interested in finding out more
information or would like to see a schedule,
please contact Peri Doshi-O’Neill, PLC Pro
Bono Managing Attorney at pdoshioneill@pub-
liclawcenter.org or (714) 541-1010 ext. 263.

PLC Invites Summer
Associates at OC Law
Firms to try Pro Bono

Recent PLC Cases

PLC has a variety of pro bono cases for
both litigators and transactional attorneys.
PLC offers training, samples and mentors

to support your pro bono work. Areas of need
include:

• Housing
• Non Profit
• Micro Entrepreneur
• Consumer
• Bankruptcy
• Family Law
• Wills
• Guardianship

To receive PLC’s bi-monthly case list or to find
out more information about the Summer
Associates Program, please contact Peri Doshi-
O’Neill, PLC Pro Bono Managing Attorney at
pdoshioneill@publiclawcenter.org or (714) 541-
1010 ext. 263

Take A Pro Bono Case!
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Thursday, May 3, 2007
Domestic Violence Legal Clinic Training
Co-sponsored with OCBA
Registration at 5:30 p.m. and Program 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Washington Mutual
Conference Center, 2 CLE credits. Understand the cycle of violence along with many
of the other family law issues typically involved in domestic violence cases including:
process of obtaining a temporary restraining order; interview techniques for trauma-
tized clients; other commonly asked questions at domestic violence legal clinics.
Speakers: Judy Haskell, Human Options, Steve Hittelman, Esq., Minyard and Morris,
LLP, and a representative from CSP Domestic Violence Assistance Program will join
Julie McCormick, Esq. from PLC.  OCBA members can attend for free in exchange for
taking 2 pro bono cases. For more information, contact Peri Doshi-O’Neill (714) 541-
1010 ext. 263 or visit www.ocbar.org.

Thursday, May 10, 2007
Housing/Eviction Training
Co-sponsored with the OCBA
Registration at 5:30 p.m. and Program 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Washington Mutual
Conference Center, 2 CLE credits. The training will cover Contracts and Terms,
Breach – landlord and tenant responsibilities and court procedure for unlawful detain-
ers. Moderator Alexis Penn-Loya, Esq. from PLC will be joined by speakers Hon.
Barbara Tam Nomoto Schumann, North Justice Center, Sue Anhunvieta, Clerical
Supervisor North Justice Center, Renato Izquieta, Esq.,Legal Aid Society of Orange
County and David S. Schonfeld, Esq., Law Offices of David S. Schonfeld. OCBA mem-
bers can attend free in exchange for taking 2 pro bono cases. For more information,
contact Peri Doshi-O’Neill (714) 541-1010 ext. 263 or visit www.ocbar.org.

Saturday, May 12, 2007
21st Annual AIDS Walk Orange County
PLC’s AIDS Legal Assistance Project is a beneficiary of AIDS Walk OC, which is
being held at a new location, Angels Stadium in Anaheim. “Step Up To The Plate” and
donate or join PLC’s walk team by going to www.aidswalk.org/oc/. You can also
organize your friends or firm as a sub-team of PLC. Please contact Liz Pejeau at lpe-
jeau@publiclawcenter.org if you have any questions or would like additional informa-
tion.

Tuesday, May 15, 2007
Simple Wills, Trusts, and Advanced Health Care Directives
Co-sponsored with the OCBA
Registration at 5:30 p.m. and Program 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at the Washington Mutual
Conference Center, 2 CLE credits. Topics for the training are: Wills and Trusts – tes-
tamentary provisions, execution of a will, probate considerations and Advanced
Health Care Directives. Pearl G. Mann, Esq., Law Office of Pearl G. Mann; Donna R.
Bashaw, Esq., Law Offices of Donna R. Bashaw; and Tara R. Brewer, Esq, St. Joseph
Health System speakers with moderator, Liz A. Pejeau, Esq. from PLC. OCBA mem-
bers can attend free in exchange for taking 2 pro bono cases. For more information,
contact Peri Doshi-O’Neill (714) 541-1010 ext. 263 or visit www.ocbar.org.

Wednesday, June 6, 2007
Association of Business Trial Lawyers (ABTL) Annual Wine Tasting and Dinner
Westin South Coast Plaza, Costa Mesa. Wine Tasting begins at 6:00 p.m. Dinner and
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. For more information, please contact Adrienne King at
(323) 939-1999 or email abtloc@abtl.org.

Thursday, July 26, 2007
PLC’s Volunteers for Justice Annual Dinner
A cornerstone event to support access to justice for the underserved in Orange County!
Hyatt Regency, Irvine. Registration and Silent Auction begins at 5:30 p.m. Dinner
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. with distinguished Keynote Speaker Robert F. Kennedy,
Jr. For more information, contact Matt Cunningham at (714) 541-1010 ext 276 or
mcunningham@publiclawcenter.org.

Wednesday, August 29, 2007
OCBA Charitable Fund’s 23rd Annual Judge Kenneth Lae Charity Golf Tournament
The OCBA Charitable Fund’s 23rd Annual Tournament will take place at Monarch
Beach Golf Links, Dana Point. For registration and sponsorship information, call
OCBA Charitable Fund at (949) 440-6700, ext 119 or email carole@ocba.net or visit
www.ocbar.org.

Thursday, September 20, 2007
2nd Annual PLC Volunteer Appreciation Reception
PLC Volunteers should save the date for our reception to recognize your hard work and
contribution to access for justice for low income residents of Orange County.

Calendar

                    


